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About Our Programs

The Dumb Friends League offers free classes to teachers, community groups
and students ages 5 and older. Our programs are available year-round
throughout the Denver metro area and beyond. We have both on-site
classes, which include a shelter tour, and programs that can be held at
other locations. Customized programs are available too. Please contact us to
discuss your ideas.

The Quebec Street shelter has fun, interactive exhibits to help your group
learn even more about pets. These exhibits are available for everyone to
enjoy and are incorporated into our Quebec Street shelter tours.

How to Choose a Program

& Compare your goals and standards with our program list to choose
the best topic.

& Check your calendar to see what time of year is appropriate.

& Decide if you want to visit us or have us come visit you.

How to Register for a Program
Please try to make your reservation at least four weeks in advance of your
program date.

Online reservation forms are available at www.ddfl.org/hed.htm. Scroll down
to the “How to register for a program” section and locate the “secure online
form” link for a direct connection to our online reservation form.

You can also call us at (303) 751-5772, Ext. 1321. Please leave a detailed
message, including the information listed below. Be sure to include a
phone number and the best times to reach you.

& Your name & Date/time of program
& Mailing address & Organization or school name
& Phone number & Location of class—our shelter or your site?

You will receive a written confirmation letter from us once your reservation
has been processed. Please review the information on the confirmation letter
for accuracy as soon as you receive it and contact us with any changes.

Our Locations
& Quebec Street shelter, 2080 S. Quebec St., Denver
& Buddy Center, 4556 Castleton Court, Castle Rock
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Youth Programs
Kindness, compassion,
respect & responsibility—
are these qualities that you’'d like

to teach your students? Join us

for interactive and informative
programs that teach these

qualities while relating them to

the companion animals in our

lives. Through stories, games, role-
playing and discussion, students
consider what these qualities mean
and how they can incorporate
them into their lives. Choose from
a variety of topics that easily fit into
your current curriculum and also
support Colorado Model Content
Standards for math, science, reading, and civics (see table). All of the
programs support Character Education.

Included with our programs are complimentary curriculum booklets for
teachers and coloring/activity books for students. We prefer to work
with groups of 35 participants or fewer. Please contact us if you need to
schedule a presentation for a larger group.

For more information, read the brief descriptions of each program starting
on page 4.

Our programs meeting the Colorado Model Content Standards often
depend on extension activities done by the classroom teachers during their
own instructional time.

Kindness
compassion
respect
responsibility
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Interactive Shelter Tours K-12, adult

Mini Series: Varies depending on content.

Pets and People (3 sessions) 4-12

Animal Adventures (6 sessions) 4-8

Responsible Pet Care:
What Pets Need K-5 3.1 1.1 &
Introduction to Animal Welfare 6-12, adult 1.1&2.3 &

Safety Around Animals:

How to Meet a Dog K-5 4.5 &
Understanding Pets 6-12, adult 2 &

Compassion & Respect:

R-E-S-P-E-C-T 1-3 4 &
Choices & Consequences 4-8 4 &
Icky, Ugly and Not So Cuddly 25 3.1 4 &
Perceptions & Opinions 6-12 3.2 4 &
Click and Learn (Behavior Training) 4-12 5 &
Overpopulation:
Too Many Pets 3-6 2 2 &
Procreating Pets 7-12, adult 2 2 &
Wildlife:
Our Wild Neighbors K-12, adult 3.1
From Wild to Mild (Domestication) 4-12, adult 3.4 4&5 41 &
Careers in Animal Welfare:
So You Want To Be A Veterinarian 6-12 5 485 &
Violence Prevention:
Bully Prevention
Animal Abuse and the Violence
Connection K-8 1.4 &
Dog Fighting—A Community 9-12, adult 41&4.2 &
Challenge 9-12, adult 4.1 &4.2 &
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Youth Program Descriptions

All of our programs begin with a brief introduction that includes a variety
of information about the Dumb Friends League shelters, history, services
and goals.

INTERACTIVE SHELTER TOURS

Tours are available at our Quebec Street shelter in Denver and at the Buddy
Center in Castle Rock. Tours include a presentation in our education center
and a guided walk through our adoption kennels. A tour at the Quebec
Street shelter includes educational interactive exhibits to help students
learn even more about pets. Please note that there is no contact with

the animals. Participants will complete an observation activity worksheet
during their tour. We can accommodate a maximum of 30 participants at
one time.

& Grades: K-12 and adults
& Colorado Model Content Standards supported = depends on
presentation chosen

MINI-SERIES

Pets and People

During this three-session program (one hour/week), some of the topics

covered at an age-appropriate level include kindness and respect toward

all living things, responsible pet care, pet

overpopulation, our wild neighbors, the history

of companion animals, and why animal
cruelty affects us all. Students receive a
special journal to use during this program.
(This program must be scheduled four to six
weeks in advance.)

& Grades: 4-12
& Colorado Model Content Standards supported
= varies depending on content

Animal Adventures
Looking for a more comprehensive program?
This six-session program (one hour/week)
provides in-depth opportunities for students
to learn about animals. This program
involves a variety of presenters plus an
optional shelter tour during the final week.

Topics may include responsible pet care, our

4 | bumb Friends League Humane Education Programs



wild neighbors, investigating cruelty, the big stuff about small pets, and
more. Some speakers may bring live animals with them to discuss care and
treatment. Students receive a special journal to use during this program.
(This program has limited availability; scheduled in September for the
traditional school year.)

& Grades: 4-8
& Colorado Model Content Standards supported = varies depending
on content

RESPONSIBLE PET CARE

What Pets Need

Pets are an important part of our families for

many reasons. This program is designed to

help participants discover what types of

animals are pets and how companion Good |
animals are different from wild animals. D O
Participants discuss the needs of a pet

and learn the details of pet care, so they

can keep happy and healthy, lifelong pets.

& Grades: K-5
& Colorado Model Content Standards supported =
Science 3.1 and Civics 1.1

Introduction to Animal Welfare
What are some of the issues pets face in our society? Abandonment, neglect
and overpopulation, just to name a few. In this class, students learn about the
services animal shelters provide, Colorado laws that protect animals and how
to help animals in their community.

& Grades: 6-12 and adults
& Colorado Model Content Standards supported = Civics 1.1 and 2.3

SAFETY AROUND ANIMALS

How to Meet a Dog

Is it always safe to pet a dog? This course teaches students how to meet
a dog by practicing some basic steps. Students discover what an animal’s
body posture may be communicating about how he or she is feeling and
how respecting an animal’s feelings will keep everyone safe.

& Grades: K-5
& Colorado Model Content Standards supported = Reading and Writing 4.5
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Understanding Pets

What is a dog trying to tell you when he is wagging his tail? What does it
mean when a cat purrs? In this class, students learn about animals’ body
postures and vocalizations and the messages behind them. Knowing some
basic body language can help keep students and animals safe.

& Grades: 6-12 and adults
& Colorado Model Content Standards supported = Reading and Writing 2

COMPASSION & RESPECT

R-E-S-P-E-C-T

What is respect? Who is deserving of it? Do animals deserve respect? In
this class, students learn about actions that demonstrate respect. Students
also explore what happens when they don’t respect others and how that
makes others feel. Students learn how to make positive choices for the
people and animals in their lives.

& Grades: 1-3
& Colorado Model Content Standards supported = Reading and Writing 4

Choices & Consequences

Every choice we make has a positive or negative consequence. In this
course, students explore the consequences of some of the choices we
make about our pets. What will happen if | choose to hit my pet? What will
happen if | choose to take my pet to the veterinarian for regular check-ups?
Students learn the answers and more in this fun and educational class.

& Grades: 4-8
& Colorado Model Content Standards supported = Reading and Writing 4
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Icky, Ugly and Not So Cuddly
Do only furry, cuddly critters
deserve our respect? What about
the slimy, scaly and not so cuddly?
Students learn how culture, family, past

experience and even the media influence our perception of

animals. By the end of this course, students will understand that some of
these seemingly scary animals might be cool after all.

& Grades: 2-5
& Colorado Model Content Standards supported = Science 3.1 and
Reading and Writing 4

Perceptions & Opinions

How do we form our opinions about animals? Students learn how culture,
family, past experience and the media influence our perception of animals.
Are some animals more important than others? This course asks students
to explore printed advertisements and decide what messages they are
trying to communicate. Why did these companies choose to use animals
in their ads? This program is a fun-filled hour spent exploring our opinions
and perceptions of animals.

& Grades: 6-12
& Colorado Model Content Standards supported = Science 3.2 and
Reading and Writing 4
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Click and Learn: Behavior Training

Have you ever tried to teach an animal a trick? In this class, students
experience how hard it is for animals to understand us and discover what
it’s like from the animal’s perspective, as the student becomes the one being
trained. Using positive reinforcement techniques, including rewards and a
clicker, the instructor leads the class through an interactive training session.

& Grades: 4-12
& Colorado Model Content Standards supported = Reading and Writing 5

OVERPOPULATION

Too Many Pets

Many of us learn about
endangered animals, but

what does it mean to be
overpopulated? This class
challenges students to discuss
pet overpopulation and why it
is a problem. Games are used
to demonstrate how easily pet
populations can get out of
control—imagine taking care
of two pets, then eight pets
and then 32! Students learn all
about spaying and neutering
and why this simple surgery is a
responsible choice for our pets.

& Grades: 3-6
& Colorado Model Content Standards supported = Math 2 and Reading
and Writing 2

Procreating Pets

Thinking of breeding your pet? This course discusses all the factors,
including the pet overpopulation problem, that a pet owner needs

to know in order to make an informed decision about what’s best

for a pet and the community. After this class, participants will know
important facts and myths about breeding, which will help them make
appropriate decisions.

& Grades: 7-12 and adults
& Colorado Model Content Standards supported = Math 2 and Reading
and Writing 2
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WILDLIFE

Our Wild Neighbors
Living in Colorado, we don’t have to go far to find wild animals. Many
of our neighborhoods are home to wild creatures. Participants in this
class learn how to safely enjoy watching wildlife and what they can do
to help wild animals living in nearby habitats. By the end of this course,
participants understand how the terms wild,
stray, feral and domesticated describe a variety
of relationships between people and animals. A
fun game of Wildlife Jeopardy tests participants’
knowledge at the end of class.

& Grades: K-12 and adults.

& Colorado Model Content Standards supported
= Science 3.1 and Reading and Writing 4 and
5

From Wild to Mild: Domestication

Explore the wild world of dogs and cats. This
informative course helps participants discover

the differences between wild animals and pets,
learn about our pets’ distant relatives and how
ancient partnerships were formed, understand
how some behaviors have stuck with our pets
from wild to mild, and explore the role humans
have played in developing different breeds of dogs
for specific purposes.

& Grades: 4-12 and adults
& Colorado Model Content Standards supported =
Science 3.4 and History 4.1
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CAREERS IN ANIMAL WELFARE
So You Want To Be a Veterinarian
This class provides information on how to start a career
working with animals. Students learn about the various
jobs available at animal shelters and beyond. Many
students think that their only choice is to
become a veterinarian, but there are many
more possibilities, including educators,
investigators, kennel technicians and
groomers, just to name a few. This class
teaches students about some of the
animal-related jobs available and the
qualifications necessary for each of
them.

& Grades: 6-12

& Colorado Model Content Standards
supported = Science 5 and Reading and Writing 4
and 5

Wy
o€
VIOLENCE PREVENTION

Bully Prevention

Bullying has become a concern for schools nationwide. This class
supports anti-bullying programs and provides students with effective
strategies for dealing with bullying. Participants learn about bullies, their
targets and what can trigger both positive and negative behavior through
role-playing, trivia and scenarios. Students explore ideas for prevention
and are empowered to take a stand. Open and honest discussions are
facilitated

by including
information
about care
and proper
treatment of
animals.

& Grades: K-8

& Colorado
Model
Content
Standards
supported =
Civics 1.4
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Animal Abuse and the Violence Connection

Violence: what is it and how do we prevent it from happening in our schools
and communities? Participants learn about the cycle of abuse, school
shootings and the link between animal abuse and other violent crimes.
Together, the class explores Colorado laws pertaining to animals and what
animal cruelty investigators do to help protect the animals. By the end of this
class, participants understand several strategies to help prevent violence and
foster respect and compassion in their communities and schools.

& Grades: 9-12 and adults
& Colorado Model Content Standards supported = Civics 4.1 and 4.2

Dog Fighting: A Community Challenge

In the Denver metro area, dog fighting has become an epidemic.
Participants in this class learn about state laws and city ordinances that
pertain to this illegal “sport.” This class exposes participants to the world
of dog fighting and other illegal activities connected to it. Participants learn
to recognize signs of dog fighting and actions they can take to help stop
dog fighting in their communities.

& Grades: 9-12 and adults
& Colorado Model Content Standards supported = Civics 4.1 and 4.2
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Pennies for Pets

If your group is looking for a community R
service project to help homeless pets, this

one’s for you! Every year from February

1 to March 1, the Dumb Friends League

collects ““Pennies for Pets.” The group

that collects the most money receives a P\’ERS E
pizza party!
heve!

& Grades: K-12 and adults
& (Varies depending on project content)

Birthdays

Planning a birthday party for the animal
lover in your family? We will provide a
presentation and animal visit followed

by a tour of the shelter, which includes a
scavenger hunt or Bingo. The party guests
will then participate in a craft activity. The
birthday family brings the cake, food and

gifts. We provide everything else including an

educational experience. The cost is $175 for a party with up to 15 children
and $5 for each additional child. Please contact us at (303) 751-5772, Ext.
7232, for more information.

We provide
everything
else including
an educational
experience.
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Adult Programs

Most of our humane education youth programs also are appropriate for
adult groups. See the program summary and descriptions starting on page
3 for selections. We can customize a program to fit your needs. Please
contact us at (303) 751-5772, Ext. 1321 with your ideas.

Programs for Teachers

STAFF DEVELOPMENT

We are happy to provide your school or district with staff development
classes tailored to fit your needs. Classes include strategies to prevent
violence, teaching compassion and respect, and integrating humane
lessons into your curriculum. Please call (303) 751-5772, Ext. 1321 or visit
www.ddfl.org for more details.

TEACHER RECERTIFICATION PROGRAM

How do we prevent bullying and violence in our schools? By teaching
kids to care! This program demonstrates easy ways to integrate lessons
of kindness, compassion and respect into your curriculum. Take grade-
appropriate curriculum guides and information back to your classroom.
Tour behind-the-scenes of our animal shelter and learn about our services
for pets and people in Colorado. One semester hour of graduate level
relicensure credit is available through the Colorado School of Mines for
this two-day class. For dates and times, visit www.ddfl.org. To register,
please call the Teacher Enhancement Office, Colorado School of Mines at
(303) 273-3303.

PET PACKS

Teachers, you can check out a
backpack filled with lessons and
hands-on activities to help your
students achieve benchmarks

in a variety of content areas.
Backpacks can be checked out
for two weeks and are free

to use, but a $10 donation is
appreciated (a $50 deposit

is required and will be fully
refunded when the backpack

is returned with no damage or
loss). Please call (303) 751-5772,
Ext. 1312 or visit www.ddfl.org
for more details.
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Visit www.ddfl.org/hed.htm for

LESSON PLANS

We are pleased to offer specially written curriculum guides for K-12 classes.
Lessons are based on kindness, compassion, respect, and responsibility.
They are designed to meet Colorado Model Content Standards in math,
science, reading, civics and more. We also provide printed booklets to
teachers that participate in our

programs.

RECOMMENDED
READING LIST
These books

were chosen for
compassionate and
responsible themes
that promote humane
treatment of animals. Books
are listed according to grade
appropriateness. We also offer
guidelines for choosing books
for your classroom that promote
compassionate attitudes.

CLASSROOM PETS

Are you considering adopting a pet for your classroom? Have you thought
about the care and needs of the animal, as well as how it can contribute to
the education of your students? Our “Teacher’s Pet”” information will help
you make the best choice possible for your classroom.
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Our humane
education
programs

FAQ

How much do these various programs cost?

All of our programs are free, except for the teacher recertification classes and
birthday parties; however, monetary donations are gratefully accepted. Here is
a list of items that make a difference for the homeless pets in our care:

& non-scoopable cat litter

& rabbit food

& guinea pig food

& meat-flavored baby food

& laundry detergent

& dishwashing liquid

& paper towels

& washable stuffed animals
& hard rubber, chewable toys
& plastic shower-curtain rings

Can we take both a program and a shelter tour during the same visit?
Yes, all shelter tours include classroom time. For an in-depth class, plan on
visiting for about an hour-and-a-half.
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Our Mission
THE DUMB FRIENDS LEAGUE IS COMMITTED TO
THE WELFARE OF ANIMALS:
& We shall provide shelter and care for animals
& We shall provide programs and services
that enhance the bond between animals and people
& We shall be advocates for animals ...
speaking for those who cannot speak for themselves

The Dumb Friends League

& Provides shelter and care for tens of thousands of lost, unwanted and
abused animals.

& Reunites lost pets with their owners.

& Adopts homeless pets to new, loving families.

& Presents free humane education programs to individuals of all ages.

& Investigates animal neglect and cruelty and advocates for animal-friendly
legislation.

& Provides animal behavior assistance to pet owners through classes and a
free help line.

& Offers free pet-friendly housing referrals throughout Colorado.

& Works in collaboration with other nonprofit animal welfare
agencies to reach a goal of 100 percent placement of healthy and
rehabilitatable animals.
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